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ABOUT THE CANUCKS AUTISM NETWORK: 
 

The Canucks Autism Network is a professional network that consists of well-trained staff and 

volunteer members. This network strives to build awareness and raise money to support the 

networks programs and families living with autism. They achieve this by creating events, sharing 

knowledge, and welcoming the community. 
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Providing Support to Individuals and Families living with Autism:  

Vancouver Canucks Autism Network Backgrounder 

 

Vancouver’s Canucks Autism Network offers year-round programs to individuals and families 

living with autism. This network is dedicated to offer the best programs, by providing year-round 

workshops to train or learn about autism. With an annual fundraising event for the Diangelo 

family who lives with autism, the Vancouver’s Canucks Autism Network raises money for 

family support as well as programs for individuals and families living with autism. The 

Vancouver Canucks Autism Network provides these programs and workshops to communities 

across British Columbia with an enormous diverse group of trained members and volunteers. 

These opportunities not only offer support but also spreads autism awareness to the community. 

It is the Canuck Autism Network’s profound desire to enhance the quality of life for the 

individuals and families living with autism in British Columbia.  

 

Challenges of individuals and families living with autism 

Research indicates children who are living with autism will struggle with education, “because 

even at the tender age of 6, [children living with autism are] not expected to learn [how] to read, 

write, or become otherwise literate” (Mirenda, 2003). This proves that raising an autistic 

individual requires more attention and work as a parent or guardian. A mother from Canada, BC 

Karen Copeland shares her challenge with finding services for her child who is living with 

autism. Copeland speaks on behalf of families who live with autism as she states “B.C. offers 

many services for youth who are diagnosed with autism, [some show stronger symptoms when 

they’re older], and therefore can’t access those services when they are young” (Waynee, 2016) 

leaving parents or guardians overwhelmed with little to no service help.  

 

Statistics 

The 2012 Canadian Survey on disability found that autism is one of the top three widespread 

mental disorders. The most underlying “developmental conditions reported on the [2012 

Canadian Survey on Disability] were autism, cerebral palsy, and Down syndrome” (Statistics 

Canada, 2012). It is obvious that autism is formed in early brain development, however the cause 

of autism is still unknown. Families who have a child that develops autism, have a “2%-8% 

chance of having a second child who is also affected” (Wanyee, 2016). 

As mentioned above, autism is one of the top developing mental conditions for individuals which 

results in lack of skill development. 



Programs 

Adjusting to change can be difficult for families or individuals who are diagnosed with a mental 

condition as it affects their lives and those around them immediately. A condition such as autism 

will impact the individual and their families financially and psychologically as having autism 

requires a substantial amount of patience, time, and care. Vancouver’s Canucks Autism Network 

wants families and individuals to be aware that they are not alone. 

Founders Paolo and Clara Aquilini of Vancouver’s Canucks Autism Network found themselves 

“[living] with the frustration of watching their beloved child struggle [after being diagnosed with 

autism]” (Canucks Autism Network, 2017, para 1). From their own personal experiences these 

two individuals created a community of support that offers programs “to enhance the quality of 

life for families living with autism in BC” (Canucks Autism Network, 2017, para 2). 

The Vancouver Autism Network offers several indoor and outdoor sports programs all year-

round. These activities are provided by age groups and vary from dry gym activities to wet 

activities such as swimming.  

In addition to sport programs, the network provides the opportunity for the individuals to connect 

with other members who live with autism through their social programs. The program creates 

engagement through a wide variety of activities as a diverse group of trained staff members and 

supporters work with them. This program is also provided at different age groups.  

The Vancouver Canucks Autism Network also offers overnight camps and opportunities for 

families to come together and enjoy several activities, such as Easter breakfast. 

Learning Workshops  

As stated by the founders of the network it is understandable that having an individual who lives 

with autism can be difficult. Vancouver Canucks Autism Network provides opportunities to the 

community, family and friends to attend workshops to develop knowledge, tips and support 

strategies to apply in their daily life while living with autism.  

In addition to training and learning workshops, the network also supports families by creating 

annual local events to raise awareness and money. 

The Annual Event 

The Diangelo family teams up with the Vancouver Canucks Autism Network for their annual 

event held at the local Dublin Irish Pub. This event consists of activities throughout the night 

where attendees will obtain knowledge about autism while enjoying entertainment and delicious 

food throughout the evening. 



The mood of the event will be lightened by the families, supporters, and friends as they’re 

supporting a great cause.  

Vancouver Canucks Autism Network is dedicated to form a colourful life for the individuals and 

families living with autism. Having someone diagnosed a mental disorder impacts life 

significantly, however with the programs and learning workshops, the network ensures that you 

are not alone. 
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The Canucks Autism Network and Dublin Crossing Irish Pub Unites to Host 

Annual Event to Build Awareness for Autism.  

 
In efforts to bring families and friends living with autism together, Canucks Autism Network 

shares the story of the Diangelo family who lives with autism.   

 

COQUITLAM, BRITISH COLUMBIA – (February 10, 2017) – On March 4th the Canucks Autism 

Network will collaborate with local Dublin Crossing Irish Pub for their annual Diangelo event in which 

this family shares their story. This event is inviting all family, friends, the community and organizations 

to attend in celebration of autism awareness.  

 

The vision of enhancing the quality of life for the people who live with autism in BC is the founding 

inspiration for the Canucks Autism Network. A story of the Diangelo family whose lives have changed 

since living with autism will be shared to educate the public and recognize the impact and support the 

Canucks Autism Network has provided them.  

 

“Our staff provides professionalism and knowledge to the community about autism”, said Clara and Paolo 

Aquilini, founders of the network. These events not only provide entertainment to the guests but also a 

true understanding of what autism is and the best ways to approach the families and friends who have 

autism. The collaboration between the local community and the network will enhance awareness 

throughout the city. 

 

The network continues to inspire the children who are diagnosed with autism. “We believe with the right 

support, all the individuals diagnosed with autism can be successful and live rewarding lives”, said Paolo 

and Clara Aquilini.  

 

Money that is raised at this event is distributed amongst the programs and family support the network 

provides. The Diangelo annual event has proven to make an impact within the community by hosting 

their annual event and sharing their story. Visit www.canucksautism.ca for details on the upcoming event, 

including ways you can support and donate to the Canucks Autism Network. 

 

About 

The Canucks Autism Network is a professional, knowledgeable team with a diverse group of staff 

members that supports families living with autism and individuals. The network does this year-round by 

providing these families access to several programs and workshops through communities across British 

Columbia. The programs are different each season and are also provided in different age groups. 

 

Contact information: 

XYZ 

Public Relations Coordinator 

123.123.1234 

XYZ@can.net  
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BIOGRAPHY: Paolo and Clara Aquilini 

 
Paolo and Clara Aquilini are the founders of Vancouver Canucks Autism Network, an 

organization located in Vancouver, BC. The network provides learning and training 

opportunities for families and individuals living with autism. The programs vary through seasons 

and are divided by age groups. The network provides educational workshops for families to 

takeaway and apply at their home as well as promote awareness for autism.  
 

The couple founded the network after their son 

was diagnosed with autism in 1996. Frustrated by 

seeing their son struggle with activities, the 

couple founded the network as they came to 

realization that having an individual diagnosed 

with autism not only affects them but the families 

surrounding them too. The Vancouver Canucks 

Autism Network now provides support across 

British Columbia.  

 

Paolo and Clara Aquilini are driven by their own 

experience and the growing need in the 

community. The couple is continuously looking 

for ways to support individuals and families 

living with autism. The network desires to 

enhance the quality life of families living with 

autism in BC.  

 

Both individuals are involved in the network as they dedicate much of their free time to promote 

the Canucks Autism Network and spend time with their four children. 

 

If you would like to contact Paolo or Clara Aquilini, they can be reached at 604-685-4049. 
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